CHARLES E. BOULTER 
At a largely attended and en- 


thusiastic convention in Cam- 
rose on Tuesday, Charles E. 
Boulter of Rosalind was named 
as C.C.F. candidate for the 
Camrose provincial constituen- 
cy. A community leader in co- 
operative, church and other -ac- 
tivities, Mr. Boulter is a highly 
respected resident of the con- 
stituency and a popular choice 
to represent the C.C.F. in the 


coming provincial election. 


PERSONAL 
STUFF 


EER 


Two articles which have 
come to my desk in the past 
two weeks, the one from the 
Farm and Ranch Review which 
is reproduced on another page 
and the other in the July is- 
sue of The Country Guide 
which I have asked the People’s 
Weekly to reprint next week, 
have given me a glow of satis- 
faction. 
ed to doubt the soundness of 
the C.C.F. program. But it 
would be some sort of a super- 
man who could fail to have 
twinges of discouragement 
when he sees the years passing 
with the majority of the people 
apparently not yet ready to 
endorse things which he re- 
gards as essential to social 
progress. And so when some- 
thing like the articles in the 
Farm and Ranch Review and 
The Country Guide comes along 
to vindicate the economic and 
social soundness of our posi- 
tion, I feel good about it. I 
hope every reader of the 
People’s Weekly wil! prescrve 
the two articles, and make it a 
point to show them around. 


In both cases they represent a> 


non-partisan attitude toward 
two issues about which we have 
talked much in the past five 
years. In both cases they give 
sound backing to our program, 
without being intended as such. 
& ye 

On the Saturday night before 
the 1944 election | spoke at a 
meeting in a town not far from 
Edmonton. We arrived there 
a bit early and went into the 
little restaurant to have a cup 
of coffee. The radio was on 
and Premier Manning was 
speaking. It was a_ bruising 
attack on the C.C.F. Through- 
out that campaign we scarcely 
mentioned the government. We 
talked about our program. 
When the election was over the 
papers said the Premier had 
conducted ai “fighting cam- 
paign.”’- We hadn't. That, | 
promise you, will be remedied 
next time. There will no mora 
taking it on the chin every day 
with no réply. Well, it was a 
“fighting speech” the Premier 
was making on that last Satuc- 
day night. And there were no 
holds barred and no such non- 
senac as Queensbury rules. | 
haven't forgotten the sting in 
gome of those phrases. But 
there was one rather humorous 
erack that’ c%on I coud ap- 
preciate. Talking about our 
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40” Income 
Goes to 3” 
Population 


IRVINE SPEAKS 


Cites Alberta Government's 
Oil Deal as Example of 
Inequality 


Sixty per cent of the total 
national income today is distribut- 
ed more or less inequitably among 
97% of the population, with 40% 
of the national income distributed 
to the remaining 3%, William Ir- 
vine, M.P., told a public meeting 
held in connection with the Cam- 
rose C.C.F. nominating conven- 
tion on Tuesday evening. 

This inequality of income, 
which leads to social inequalities, 
is the fruit of privilege, he said, 
and gave two instances of that 
type of privilege. He instanced 
the case of Alberta where a pri- 
vate corporation has secured the 
exclusive rights to the oil on 
800,000 acres of land. Then 
there was the legislative gift of 
the province of Quebec of the en- 
tire iron ore deposits in the north- 
eastern territories of that pro- 
vince where the exclusive rights 
of geological exploration ~ was 
granted to a small number of men 
with the privilege of selecting 
from that area so many hundred 
square miles which would include 
the iron ore deposits. 

As. a background for the an- 
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Coldwell On CBC 


Wednesday, 9 p.m. 

M J. Coldwell, M.P., C.C.F. 
National Leader, will speak over 
the C.B.C. national network in 
“The Nation’s Business’ series on 
Wednesday, July 30, at 9 p.m, 
mountain daylight saving time. 
ne pe “The Truth About the 


PENSION win 
WdGEs an Wey 
j ONL LOMATS 


3000 TO "10000 A Yeap 130 


AT 65 YEARS 


UW 


“unl 


a 
“AN 


Freight Rate Boost Would 
Up Farm Costs $20,000,000 


C.F.A. Presents Brief 
OTTAWA (CPA). — Speskings 


on behalf of the 400,000 farmer 


producers in Canada who are af- 


filiated through their various 
member bodies, the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture, in a 
brief presented by the Federation 
president, H. H. Hannam, has told 
the Board of Transport Commis- 
sioners that the granting of the 
request of the Canadian railways 
for a 80 per cent increase in 
freight rates will be seriously 
detrimental to the agricultural in- 
dustry, and therefore to the Cana- 
dian economy as a whole. 
Agricultural and animal pro- 
ducts, said the brief, make up 
between a quarter and a third 
of all-revenue tonnage carried 
by the railways. It was esti- 
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New Zealand’s Labor Party 


Leader Is Coming To Canada 


Delegate to Commonwealth Conference 


OTTAWA (CPA). — James 
Roberts, recently re-elected Na- 
tional President of the New Zea- 
land Labor Party for the eleventh 
consecutive time, will represent 
New Zealand socialists at the Com- 
monwealth Labor Conference to 
be held in Toronto, September 
4-18, 

Delegation from Britain, South 
Africa and Australia will also 
meet, with the C.C.F. as host in 
this second gathering of Common- 
wealth Labor Parties. The first 
was held in London in 1944. 

Learned Hard Way 

Mr. Roberts was born in Ire- 
land, ard wont to New Zealand 
over 40 years ago after learning 
socialist principles the hard way 
by working on the London docks, 
in the gas works and on ships. 


— He became prominent in the 
New Zoaland labor movement 
shortly after tho 1918 gonoral 


strike when ‘he was olected as 
goneral secretary of the Water- 
sider’ Federation, Ho held this 
position until shortly after the 
outbrodk of World War II when 
he was appointed by the Govern- 
mont as a moraber of the Water- 
front Control Commission. Whefl 


secretary of the Watersiders’ 
Federation, he edited its paper, 
“The Transport Worker.” 


Urges Unification 


For many years, Mr. Roberts 
has been interested in the unifica- 
tion of the New Zealand Labor 
movement. By his writing, 
speeches and negotiating ability 
he has been largely instrumental 
in the creation of the New Zea- 
land Federation of Labor to which 
the unions, almost without excep- 
tion, are affiliated. 


‘\ 
Edits Labor Daily 

With the close of the war, and 
the reorganization of the Water- 
front Control Cemmission, Mr. 
Roberts became the Managing 
Director of “The Southern Cross” 
the labor movement's daily news- 
papor. 

On mang previéus occasions, 
Mr. Roberts has roepresente? Now 
Zealand or its Labor Party at in- 
ternational meotings, particularly 
as worRors' delogate to 1.0. sex 
sions. He will bring to the Sep- 
tember conference in Toronto a 
wide oxporionce an@ wis intimate 
knowledge of the New Zealand e&- 
perjmont in socialism. 


WANT CHANGES IN 
COMPENSATION ACT 


Alberta “Fed”’ Brief 


Urging a number of changes in 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 
the Alberta Federation of Labor 
has submitted a brief to the spe- 
cial committee appointed to re- 
view the Compensation Act. 
Formal presentation of the brief 
will be made when the Federation 
officers appear before the com- 
mittee. 

It is suggested that an addition 
should be made to the present 
definition of permanent total dis- 
ability so that any other form of 
injury that prohibits a worker 
from carrying on his normal 
means of livelihood will be con- 
sidered as permanent total dis- 
ability. 

Ask Accidént Prevention 

The Federation has urged that 
more money be spent on accident 
prevention, and more safety in- 
spectors be appointed for the 
province. 

In dealing with Compensation 
the Federation has urged the 
abolition of the 8-day waiting 
period and an increase in com- 
pensation to 100% of actual earn- 
ings at time of accident. 

Urge Higher Pensions 

Other increases in compensa- 
tion sought by the Federation are: 
An increase in the amount of 
$125.00 allowed for funeral ex- 
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Lewis Miners To 
Get $65.25 Week 


WASHINGTON.—The wage in- 
erpases just negotiated by John L. 
Lewis and the United Mine Work- 
ers of America will give the 
mimarg average weekly earnings | = 
(for £0 hours without overtime) 
of $65.25. In 19388, their weekly 
average Was S1f47! The U.M.- 
WA. agreenent is effective only 
as long as the men are ‘willing 
and able to work.” Thus, em- 
ployers will not be aBPa %o sue the 
union undor the Taft-Hartley Act 


gor damages arising from strikes. 
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ERTA FALL ELECTION? 


Our Canadian way of Life 


Rumors Of 
Early Vote 
Persisting 


Bill of Rights said to be Pos- 
sible Excuse For Con- 
test in Autumn 


° —_—_—_—— 


Rumors of an after-harvest 
election persist around Ed- 
monton. 


Reasons given for an early 
contest are varied. It is said 
in some quarters that if given 
until next June the Liberals 
can have a first class organi- 
zation in the towns and vil- 
ages, thus cutting deep into 
the support received by the 
Social Crediters in 1944. 


It is suggested that the 
government won’t give time 
for this to happen. 


The present campaign of the 
Social Crediters against the C.C.F. 
is to the effect that. the Saskat- 
chewan people are sick of their 
C.C.F. government and are beg 
ging the Social Crediters to comf¢ 
over and save them. This cam 
paign will fall flat. if a Saskat 
chewan election comes first and 
the C.C.F. is returned, as it will 
be, with an overwhelming major 
ity. 


For this reason it is argued that 
the Alberta election must take 
place first. 


Premier Douglas has already 
anounced that the Saskatche- 
wan election will take place in 
1948. It probably will be in 

About the only sure way 


be by doing it this fall. 

Observers in all parties agree 
that the Alberta government is 
acting as if this were an election 
year. When the budget was pre: » 
sented to the 1947 session of the 
legislature one daily paper’s com. 
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RADIO RESPONSE 
IS ENCOURAGING 


Hot weather, stampedes and 
exhibitions notwithstanding, well- 
wishers who are impressed with 
the importance of .carrying on 
the C.C.F. radio programs con- 
tinue’ to send in encouraging 
amounts each week. Incidentally, 
Inienics are an excellent place to 
pass the hat. Kingman C. C.F.’ers 
tried it at their picnic recently 
and sent in $10.50 to augment the 
fund. 


The following 
Me acknowledged: 


F. H. -Aflen, 2.00; Mrs. C. A. 
ae 1.00; Fred Cheple, 
1.00; A. Begnegard, 2.00; King- 
man Picnic, 10.50; O. Olstad, 
00; J. W. Stromberg, 1.00; C. 
Olstad, 1.00; E. Knudtson, 3.00; 
H. R. prone 2.00; Geo Toma, 
\. 00; J. Lazaruk, 1.00; S. Nimeck, 
2.00; T. O'Connor, 1.00; Jack 
Wilson, 1.00; Alfred James 1.00; 
John Heyrephreys, 1,00; I. D. Pae- 
terson, 1.00; R. Johnson, 1.00; 
J. Ro MeLean, 1.00; J. Hardie, 
2.00; J. Adams, 1.00; A. Berg, 
1.00; H. Kelts, 1.00; S. Smith, 
1.00; J. E. Maddock, 2.00; L. A, 
Shearer, 1.00; W. <Augustiny, 
10.00; H. C. &, §.00. 
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RIOR ta 1887 the Federal.| 


Government, when dispos- 
ing of lands in the North- 
west Territories, gave the 
minerals with the surface. After 
that date, the mineral were re- 
served to the Fedgral Govern. 
ment and the settler get only the 
surface, 

The 
Government kept minerals on the 
lunds that were settled under the 
homestead and pre-emption scheme 
after 1887. In order, however, 
that the settlers of this country 
would not be deprived of the min- 
erals if they wished to seek them, 
the Federal Government created 
a leasing system covering miner- 

als, 

Any British subject was en- 
titled to lease from the govern- 
ment the mineral rights, either 
under his own or any other 
man’s land, if the crown still 
had them. in order to avoid 
the very real prospect of some 
one person or corporation ac- 
quiring great areas of this land 
undor grants from the Crown, 
the regulations provided that 
no person or corporation could 
file on more than 1,960 acres. 
Thus it is clear that no person 

or corporation could acquire a 
yreat aren of mineral leases ex- 
cept by purchase from others 
who had filed upon them. This 
was in keeping with the policy 
of the Federal Government ‘re- 
flected in the homestead program, 
which guaranteed a diversity of 
ownership of Jand and of minerals, 
and prevented a monopoly of 
ownership of either in a few large, 
hands. 

Alt. the same time the Federal 
Government kept a royalty of 
only ten per cent in its mineral 
leases, notwithstanding. that the 
current = practice among land- 
owners was to retain 124%. The 
Federal Government's object was 
to allow citizens to acquire these 
minerals by lease and resell them, 
reserving to themselves some 
royalty, 

This was the manner of dispo- 
sition ef Crown resources which 
led to na great variety of owner- 
ship in Turner Valley. Any com- 
pany with major holdings in Tur- 
ner Valley bought them from or- 
iginal filers, and did not get them 
by grant from the Federal Gov- 
ernment. This system of leasing 
minerals continued after the 
province acquired the resources, 
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result is that the Federal | 
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Sell-Out to Foreign Monopoly 


An Editorial in the Farm and Ranch Review 


Social 
into 


the 
came 


and écatinued until 
Credit GovernfPnent 
power. 

The defects be- 


filing by 


system had 
cause it efeouraged 
people who contributed nothing 
to exploration, but sought, with- 
out effort, to take the fruits of 
other explorers’ efforts. This was 
not regarded by the Federal Gov- 
ernment as serious, nor did it 
hamper development. 

Changed by S.C. Government 

Nevertheless the Social Credit 
Government was impressed with 
the possible unfairness of this 
program, and evolved a new sys- 
tem under which a person or eom- 
pany may reserve blocks of Crowt 
minerals up to 200,000 acres, 
while doing on them certain geo- 
logical or gepphysical work. After 
the lapse of the reservation 
period, the holders may give up 
the lands or retain them under 
lease by doing certain additional 
work. 

Now, the object of the reserva- 
tion was to give a willing person 
an opportunity to hunt over a 
'00,000-acre block for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining what part of 
it he thought worth developing. It 
was never intended to allow him 
to take it all, to the exclusion of 
all other citizens of the province. 

The system was evolved largely 
because the searches were being 
made principally in foothill ter- 
ritory where the capital expendi- 
tures involved were enormous. 
The system, however, has been 
permitted to extend to the plains 
where exploratory work is cheap, 
and drilling work is not difficult 
or expensive. 

It has also been permitted to 
be extended to the point where 
the holder of a reservation is 
now being given leases for the 
whole of the reserved area. One 
person or company may hold 
four of these reservations at 
one time, or in all 800,000 
acres, and by the creation of 
subsidiary companies this area 
may be added to. 

All Gone Now 

The result is that in the areas 
where exploratory activity is now 
going on, the ownership of the 
Crown lands has passed into the 
hands of a few large corporations, 
mostly foreign, to the complete 
and final exclusion of any op- 
portunity for Canadians or Can- 
adian capital to secure any inter- 
est in the Crown lands and miner- 
als. 

Not only are our entire re- 
sources being alienated to the 
exclusion of the people of this 
province and of Canada, but de- 
velopment is being retarded be- 
cause the number of prospect- 
ors is being limited. The natural 
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DEPARTMENT STORES tiMITED- 
“A PLAIN STORE FOR PLAIN PEOPLE.” 


Because it gives suth an 
excellent . explanation of 
what has happened‘ to the 
people of Alberta who put 
their trust in a group of poli- 
ticians who pretended to 
fight the “Big Shots’, we 
are printing in full this ed- 
itorial from the Farm and 
Ranch Review. ‘ 

Ie is a story of the most 
complete sell-out of a pro- 
vince’s rich resources in the 
long and unsavory history of 
ruthless exploitation of the 
natural heritage of the Can- 
adian people. 

The Farm and Ranch Re- 
view is expressing a politi- 
cally independent and 
thoroughly objective view. 
That makes all the more 
devastating the indictment 
of the Alberta government's 
reprehnsible policy of con- 
niving with foreign monopo- 
lies to grab our oil re- 
sources. 

Heading and emphasis in 
the reprinting of the article 
are those of the People’s 
Weekly. 


resources, which the Bill of 
Rights, now before the Privy 
Council, declares to be the 
foundation of the new credit 
system, are being disposed of 
to the complete exclusion of the 
citizens of this province. 

It is argued that it was neces- 
sary to give these grants in order 
to induce capital to come into this 
country. No doubt this argument 
was put forth to the Government 
by these newcomers. But it is 
not true. It is now common 
knowledge that because of the ac- 
celerated use of American oil, 
arising from the war, the United 
States is now an _ oil-scarce na- 
tion looking to sources beyond 
its border for supplies. Just last 
week the President of the United 
States put a ban on the export of 
oil to any country except Canada. 

Why They’re Here 

It was the knowledge of this 
shortage that induced informed 
American companies to seek in 
Alberta a supply of oil. Oil on 
the continent of North America 
has a greater value to an Ameri- 
can company and to the American 
nation than oil anywhere else in 
the world. 

Grants that have been made 
by the Alberta Government are 
greater in area than are obtain- 
able anywhere in the United 
States, and compare with the 
great concessions that dictator 
governments have issued in 
South America, in Africa, and 
in Mexico, where their exist- 
ence led to revolution and their 
confiscation. 

The companies which have 
these grants are sound, efficient 
people. putting forth a fine ef- 
fort to develop a source of supply 
in Alberta, and should be en- 
couraged, but the encouragement 
should not take the form of 
grants of great areas which, if 
they become productive, will give 
a monopoly of our supply of oil to 
foreign or foreign-controlled in- 
terests to the exclusion of Can- 
adian ownership and opportunity. 

IF the present scheme per- 
sists, the whole of the great 
capital gain arising from the 
discovery of ei] will benefit, 
net Canadiams. but the great 
American companies and thcir 
numerous American sharehold- 
ers, leaving te residents of this 
‘province anly an oppertanity 
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to receive from the develop- 

ment what they can’get by way 

of wages in the sexvice of the 
new “feudal lord.” 

The reservation program 
should, therefore, be restored to 
its original purpose and_ should 
be a reservation giving the ex- 
plorer a right to search, but not 
a right to keep the whole of the 
area. He should have a right to 
keep out of the area which he is 
given the excl’ sive right to search, 
only a fraction adequate to cover 
a structure, or part thereof, de- 
veloped as a result of his search. 
The balance of the reservation 
should revert to the crown to be 
disposed of by a democratic pro- 
cess for the mutual benefit of the 
crown and the citizens of this 
province who want a chance to 
venture their capital in the devel- 
opment of our resources. 

In all cases, the Provincial Gov- 
ernment reserves a royalty of 

242% which it has _ increased 
from 10% which the Federal 
Government demanded. This 
royalty belongs entirely to the 
Alberta Government, and no part 
of it will be payable to the owner 
of the surface. 

The development of an oil field 
does not completely destroy, but 
it does seriously impair the en- 
joyment. and usefulness of the 
surface. This has not been gen- 
erally recognized because Turner 
Valley was largely a _ grazing 
area, but oil fields will be found 
in splendid agricultural country. 

In many areas of this province 
the existence of the country in 
its present state springs entirely 
from the effort of the men who 
settled and developed it. They 
make possible a market for this 
oil. Their efforts constitute the 
reason for its development. To 
ask them to sit by while they see 
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thousands of barrels of valuable 
oil come from under the land 
they cleared and drained, with. 
out an interest in the new 
wealth, is to subject them to a 
strain. that will create a nteod 
likely to support punitive taxatioy 
or confiscation of the oil by lay, 

Those who betieve ‘in the capi- 
talistic system do net beileve in 
the monopoly of ownership of cap. 
ital assets or the sources of jn. 
come. The capitalistic system pre- 
supposes an opportunity for all to 
aequire capital assets. The Pro: 
vincial Government’s reservation 
scheme has denied these settlers 
the right which they had under 
the Dominion Government scheme 
to protect an interest in the oil 
under their land or their neigh. 
bor’s land by leasing it. 

Compensation To Farmers 

Some compensation should be 
made for the loss of this oppor- 
tunity. It is, therefore, suggest- 
ed that the Government of the 
Province of Alberta should by 
statute declare that it stands pos. 
sessed of the royalties heretofore 
reserved under leases issued by it, 
and will stand possessed of the 
royalties reserved under new 
leases, in trust for the owner of 
the surface of the leased area for 
the time being to the extent that 
they exceed 10%. In other words, 
the Crown should: 

1. Keep 10% for itself; 

2. Hold the rest of the royalty 
which is now 1% % in trust for the 
owner for the time being of the 
surface; 

3. In order that the. surface 
owner may always be a recipient 
of part of the proceeds of the 
mineral wealth underlying the 
surface, the statute should pro- 
vide that the farmer may not sell 
his royalty which the Crown holds 
in trust for him, unless he sells 
with it the surface rights. 


On Tour With CCF Premier 


By J. F.N. PERRY 


AM tired. For five days I 

have been following Premier 

T. C. Douglas. He has been 

making speeches, meeting 
people and putting in long hours 
of work. I have just been follow- 
ing him around, but I’m tired. 

The premier isn’t. Restaurant 
meals, strange beds, long drives, 
and all the other inconveniences 
of a road trip don’t seem to dim- 
inish his store of energy. He is 
willing to go for hours after soli- 
citous supporters hustle him off 
for a short night’s rest. 

Which is just one of the quali- 
ties that make him “Our Tommy” 
to thousands of the people of Sas- 
katchewan. And, __ incidentally, 
which have made him premier of 
this province. 

For, regardless ‘of what Mr. 
Tucker says, he is premier of the 
province, and he’s going to be for 
some time to come. To believe 
that you have only to witness the 
power of his oratory to hold a 
restive audience for an hour, two 
hours, or more. You have only to 
hear the applause which _inter- 
rupts that oratory. You have only 
to see and hear the trust which 
which people of all parties and all 
walks of life come to him with 
questions and problems, knowing 
that they will get a sympathetic 
hearing, just consideration and a 
forthright answer. 

From Truck Platform 


At the, debate between Mr. 
Douglas and Walter Tucker at 
Crystal Lake on July 13, the 
C.C.F. supporters present greatly 
outnumbered the Liberals. Why? 
Because’ people ware willing to 
leave their farm chores and make 
hot, dusty drives from as far 
away as Moose Jaw in order to 
hear “Tommy” give Tucker the 
verbal mauling he received, ard 
to sée him sit smiling on the plat- 
form while Tucker blustered in 
frustration. 


During his speech, not a single 


Liberal supporter remembered to 
heckle—they were all too inter- 


ested in what he had to say. Be, 

At Carrot River, people fillet 
the local theatre in spite of q 
heavy thunderstorm, waited fom 
him to bustle down the aisle, ang 
sat silent through his addresq 
There were Liberals and Conserpy 
vatives in the crowd—that wale 
revealed during the 


all their questions were cheer- 
fully answered and they went 
away satisfied. 

Fresh From a Swim 


At Clearwater Lake he stepped 
up to the mike, fresh from a 
swim, Some 400 people in and 
around the pavilion called a halt 
to tennis, swimming and_ sun- 
bathing, to hear his account of 
his government’s record over the 
past three years. 

And at a picnic at the Matador 
co-op farm he clambered onto the 
back of a truck to make his short, 
simple speech of congratulation to 
ex-service members, which 
brought a thunderous round of 
applause from 200 visitors. 

After all the speeches by T. C. 
Douglas that 1 have heard, I say 
to myself before each new one: 
“This is old stuff. ’ve heard it 
all before. 1 may as well go to 
sleep,”’, but long before the end ! 
am sitting as intently bug-eyed 
as the rest, hanging on his every 
word. 

Stirs Enthusiasm 

When he steps out of a car'in 
front of a meeting hall, he is im- 
mediately surrounded Sy a wel- 
coming group af friends, eager to 
inquire whether he is tired, or 
hungry, or whether there i8 any- 
thing he would like done. 

These people atren’t pajishing 
political apples. There is no mis- 
taking the Bincerity of their loy- 
alty to the map they glected as 
first minister of their govePn- 
ment. 

Substantial Colkeotions - 

And, waat is more important’ 

in a sense—the people of the 
(Cantinued on Page 8) 
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WARNS AGAINS¥F WORLD 
WAR IL} 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 
Sir: 
article in Star 


With Russia,” by Maurice Hindus. 


As this weekly paper has quite 
especially among 
the housewives, it is te be hoped 
that it will be read by thousands 
If 
enough people set their foot down 
against any possible third world 
war, there will be no third world 


a circulation, 


of people. It is very timely. 


war. We should drive a little of 
the fear of God into these 
schemers for another war for 


they would rather see the world 
go down in chaos than give up any 
of their special privileges. So far 


they have nearly always succeed- 


ed in causing fear amongst 
people against any new experi- 
ment in social-evolution 
co-ops and public enterprises 
that would liberate people srom 
paying tribute to their so-called 
private-profit-system. 

It is high time the common 
people awoke and began to rec- 
ognize their real enemies who 
would hinder them from doing for 
themselves what until now has 


been done by so-called private en- 


terprisers but who in reality are 
monopoly enterprisers. 

These plutocrats, who fear to 
leave the Russians alone for a 


few years as their socialistic ex- 


perience may prove its sup2riority 
over our so-called capitalistic 
system referred to as the “Ameri- 
can” way of iife, would 
lead us into another dance of 
death, regardless of consequen- 
ces, than give them a period of 
rest. As we have the atomic bemb 
which the Russians are not sup- 
posed to have, they believe we 
could beat them to the draw. But 
not so. 


I am fully convineed that who- 


ever starts World War 
lose it. Populations would be 
decimated. Skyscraper cities, 
transcontinental railroads - sys- 
tems, great industrial enterprises 
would be of little or nu use for 
sheer lack of sufficient custom- 
ers. Just as Hitler, Mussolini, and 
the Jap militarism committed 
suicide in War II, so would our 
American plutocrats commit sui- 
cide if we permit them to lead us 
into World War III. 

As Maurice Hindus says, ‘‘Can- 
ada would become the Belgium 
or the Poland of this continent.” 
To us it could make little dif- 
ference whether a fascist group 
of Germany, America or any 


Ill will 


other country had started the 
war. Of one thing we can rest 
assured. The Communists. of 


Russia are too wise to start any- 
thing of the kind regardless of 
any provocations that our pluto- 
crats may give them. They need 
peace to rebuild, to improve the 
standard of living of their people. 
We have nothing to fear from 
them in this regard. 

But we have every reason to 
feel uncasy about the greed and 
stupidity of our own plutocratic 
elasses. Their trigger fingers are 
just itching. They think they 
could beat the Russians to a 
draw. Let us drive home to them 
that we will not permit them to 
involve us in another holocaust 
and that in the event of ever get- 
ting involved we shall upset theirs 
und not the Russian applecart. 

Hdmonton. Y. E. 


‘REMINDS FARMERS OF 1932 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: May I say that } heartily 
Qegree with the assertion credited 
to Dr. Aake Ording, Norwegian 
delegate tc the United Nations, 
that: 


is hunger!’ (People’s Weekly, 

July 12). ; . 
Today, as you well know, the 

heat is being turned onto the 


wheat farmer by certain people 
who pose as-his, friends, but who 
have merdy a private profit con- 
cern in his welfare. 
to 


They point 


higher prices in the United 
¢ 


I have just run across an 
Weekly, July 12 
issue, page 4, entitled “No War 


such as 


raver 


and liberties should be 


of fiats in cases where a citizen 


“The worst enemy of peace, 
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Stetes and, by inference,’ invite 
the farmer to ‘forget the depres- 
sion; the people of the worl@ are 
mighty hungry; go in and get 
yours while the getting is good, 
and charge sll the traffie will 
bear’, 

Well, Mr. Editer, my own’ view 
is that such an invitation is pretty 
cheap stuff, but nonetheless dang- 
erous, in its cunning appeal to the 
normal need of the average 
farmer for his fair share of the 
national income, and to keep his 
prices in alignment with today’s 
costs? 

The best point brought forward 
in this whole price problem, which 
has come to this reader’s atten- 
tion, is the following ‘Looking 
Backward’ story in one of the 
farm papers: “One of the big 
wheat crops produced in Alberta 
was the 167 million bushel out- 
turn in 1982. Yet the average 
farm price in this province for 
that crop was only 32 cents a 
bushel. In that season farmers 
lost money on every bushel of 
wheat they produced. The total 
value of that magnificent crop was 
only $53 million. If farmers had 
received the present initial Wheat 
Board price for that crop, its 
value would have been $186 
million. .... te 

’Nuf sed. The central aim of 
the farmer’s enemies, now, can 
be pressed into the four words: 


“Smash the Wheat Board!” 
“LEST WE FORGET.” 


BILL OF RIGHTS 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: The Dominion Government 
has announced that it has set up a 
joint committee of the Commons 
and the Senate to study the ques- 
tion of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms. 

As to the contents of the Bill 
of Rights which will be drafted no 
one can yet say with certainty, but 
the general formation of this Bill 
should be so worded that human 
rights come first. In the drafting 


of this Bill the public should toler- 


This 
than 


ate no arbitrary nonsense. 
Bill should go one better 


Magna Charta and the American 


Bill of Rights and put a stop to 


arbitrary arrest and detention; the 


pre-court civilian and federal po- 
lice trial of prisoners; voluntary 


statements made without advice of 
counsel; and psychological police 


third degree methods in the se- 


curing of convictions. 


In addition, other human rights 
incorpor- 
ated into the basic structure of 


the Bill, such as: Freedom of Wor- 
ship; Freedom of Speech and Ex- 


pression; Freedom of the Press; 
Freedom of Association and As- 
sembly; the. rignt of petition; and 
the equality of Canadian citizen- 
ship. As to freedom from want, the 
best hope in this direction lies in 
the proper social security meas- 
ures and planning—an economic 
Bill of Rights added to our civil 
Bill of Rights. 

In the meantime, the public 
should write and petition 


them see to it that the basic prin- 


ciples of fair play and the civil || 


liberties of the Canadian people 
are protected in the drafting of 
this Bill. For instance, such things 
as habeas corpus and the abolition 


desires to sue or to appeal verdicts 
of the crown, should be part of the 
Canadian Bill of Rights. 


Winnipeg. 


THAT PROPOSED BOOST &N 
CITY TRAM FARES 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: The Citizens’, 


City Councillors might be con- 
vinced by pressure of public 
opinion, chat a denation of $38,- 
(OO worth of electrical energy to 
the CVity-owned Transit System 
might be better business for the 


citizens than a direct gift of such 
amount to the Calgary Power Co., 
as 


granted by the C.C, City 
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local || 
members of parliament and have 


Committee } 
nominated, elected and controlled’ 


Senn 


=. 
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1 . HW. FELLA SPENCER tionable value. From what we 
Council in’ the 1946-87 power : have seen it is a haven for party 
agreement. ‘ - prea er ane eas supporters; sometimes: their sol- 

Think This One Over: This : e ® . Toe @ their | 22 when the electors of a cen- 
might entirely eliminate the defi- Wee Ley REET ene er stituency show their difference 


words were kept on rec- 
ord. In our kindliest judgment 
we may say they were spoken in 
a burst of excitement and were 
not their considered opinion. 

1 think Prime Minister Mac- 
kenzie King must have rather 
wished some of his former words 
had been expunged from print 
and from the minds of people 
when the discussion came up in 
the House regarding the increase 
in salary for the leaders of the 


cit on our tram operations and 
reduce the great drag on the pres- 
ent slim’ and inadequate’ take- 
home pay of the Edmonton work- 
ers, Returned Veterans, Old Age 
Pensioners and school children, 
and other low income persons, 
which the 25% *hoost in tram 
fares is going to impose. 

The Edmonton tax and rate 
payers might be considerably sur- 
prised to be authentically in- 
formed that the above mentioned 


of opinion by refusing to eleet 
them. And while old age may be 
a very honorable state, and there 
are those whose mental vigor 
seems unabated after they have 
reached the allotted three-seore 
years and ten, we must admit 
that mental vigor very often fails 
with age. What has been is 
often the ideal, rather than what 
shoul be, or could be. But re- 
gardies sof their years, the posi- 
tion of Senator holds good until 


Calgary Power Cv. now is, and EO ne ane . ie ee the grave. Those most sympa- 
has been since 1940, treated as a es hes aa es ne thetic towards continuing the 
an indigent relief recipient of y : comment on the) second body must find it neces- 


bill he brought in to provide an 
allowance of $7,000 to the lead- 
er of the government in the 
Senate and an _ allowance of 
$4,000 to the leader of the op- 
position there. In addition—and 
mark you—in addition to the 
rezular allowances given them in 
the way of sessional indemnities. 

Probably very few other meas- 


this capital eity of Edmonton to 
the tune of $350,000 through the 
integrity and business ability of 
this same C.C.-controlled City 
Council, as operated over the last 
decade. 

I should be only too pleased to 
furnish authentic information and 
figures in proof of these charges. 


sary to do some apologizing, 
some explaining at times. 

And, as I said, Mackenzie King 
must have wished some of his 
former speeches were drowned in 
oblivion for he was well reminded 
of the very strong stand he had 
taken some twenty-two years ago 
on the reform of the Senate—lI 


Yours for Democracy, eee enh | might say that was at a time when 

H. E. CARR, ze pe iveaves tee we pines he was first in power and that 

8730-84 Ave., Edmonton. topic for as many ironic remarks. body Was then comprised of a 
See Theli cattituda toward. the: in- majority of Conservatives, He 
IMPORTANT Bil LS crease: of the Old Age. Pension | V2 also reminded that he had 
during the session has given the said those appointed by him 


would be supporters of the Lib- 
eral party. We must at least 
give him credit for consistency 
regarding that point. 

Surely in a democratic country 
like ours we have some strange 
inconsistencies when a_ govern. 
ment can fail to increase the Ola 


more cause. For while the Sen- 
ate may at times perform some 
useful function, it is generally 
considered throughout the coun- 
try as about the best old age pen- 
sion scheme there is. Those who 
have been appointed have a sec- 


AT SESSION’S END 


OTTAWA (CPA).—The 1947 
session of Parliament came to a 
close late at night on July 17, 
when royal assent. was given to 
the remaining bundle of legisla- 


: thich hee eaded urity of income and interest en- ‘ re 
Beene we eon Tauting joyed by few others. Age Pension to a livable amount; 
iveivehoutlone ‘sittines in hie At its best, there might be a but can at the same time increase 


—and bear in mind it is an in- 
crease in the salary of the leader 
of a body of very questionable 
value to the country, by some 
$7,000 per year and then in- 
crease the salary of the leader of 
those who oppose his work, by 
some $4,000. 


use for a second chamber, but 
why anymore than in the provin- 
cial governing field? However 
I think anyone who has consider- 
ed the evident theory connected 
with the -appointment—not elec- 
tion—must consider it of ques- 


past few weeks. 

In addition to the voting of mil- 
lions of dollars for departmental 
estimates, the Commons engaged 
in a hot political row over the 
Redistribution Bill during its final 
stages, and also voted down four 
contentious C.C.F. amendments, 
which would have restricted pen- 
sions to retired diplomats and al- 
lowances to the Senate leaders, 
and would have increased allow- 
ances to world war veterans and 
granted allowances to merchant 
seamen. 

Legislation left over in the rush 
included the government’s Labor 


Professor: ‘‘Why didn’t you 
answer my question?” 

Student: “I did. I shook my 
head.”’ 

Professor: ‘Did you expect me 
to hear it rattle from here?” 
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private members’ bills were wiped 
off the slate by prorogation. Some 
has been discussed briefly, and a 
few had been promised ‘‘govern- 
ment consideration.” 
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Extract from a letter from the 
daughter after a few weeks at 
the bearding school: 

«and Iam gaining on this 
awful food we get, too. I weigh 
120 stripped now, but I don’t 
know whether those scales in 
front of the chemist shop are cor- 
rect or not.” 
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He Got Action | 

EMBERS of the Alberta government might question the 
M. veracity of W. J. Williams, M.L.A., when he called at- 
tention to the disgraceful conditions of overcrowding in the 
mental institutions of the province, and deny his charges that 
proper segregation and treatment are impossible under the 
circumstances now prevailing, but the fighting veterans’ rep- 
resentative has forced the government to act. Announce- 
ment was made the other day of a building program to pro- 
vide additional accommodation for mental patients. 

The new leader of the Liberal Party in Alberta was re- 
ported to have said that there was no opposition in the Al- 
berta Legislature. The Independents didn’t even pretend to 
be an opposition. The C.C.F., he is reported to have said, 
thought it was providing the only real opposition, but that 
wasn’t so. The government itself had no policy and the C.C.F. 
by fighting for its own proposals in the House forced the gov- 
ernment to adopt them. So the C.C.F. wasn’t really an oppo- 
sition. It was the supplier of the government’s policies. 

We'd hate to think that was entirely so. The C.C.F. would 
not want to take responsibility for most of the Alberta gov- 
ernment’s policies or actions. But it is true that a vigorous 
opposition party can be .responsible for government action 
that would not otherwise be taken. There was great need in 
Alberta for just the sort of row Mr. Williams made about 
the mental institutions. The government would of course 
claim that it did not affect its policy. But it can’t expect any- 
one to believe that. 


Meanest Chiseiiing 


Hf Alberta government could in the present fiscal year 

give the Hon, W. A. Fallow $17,000,000 to spend on roads 

and other publie works. It could spend millions of dollars in 

other directions for various other services, including a tidy 

sum for political propaganda. But when it comes to adminis- 

ter the medical aid scheme for old age pensioners it indulges 
in the meanest bit of chiselling imaginable. 

Aylmer Liesemer, C.C.F, member for Calgary, forced a 
very reluctant government to pass the medical aid measure. 
The persistence of the C.C.F. member created a demand 
which the government could not continue to resist. It was 
with great reluctance that the legislation was passed. 

But when It was finally done it was expected that it would 
be administered in the same generous way as the Saskat- 
chewan act. It was not to be so. In two respects the parsi- 
monious restrictions imposed are almost unbelievably petty 
bits of “economy.” 

The regulations provide that an old person may have his 
or her teeth extracted without charge. But new teeth are not 
provided, That will result in the old person hanging on to 
the old teeth, or being without teeth after extraction. This 
will be quite an “economy” for the government. 

The other inexcusable restriction is that drugs are only 
free to an old age pensioner while he or she'is in hospital. 
it is of course well known that many old people must have 
medication of one kind or another, sometimes very expensive 
stuff. The government makes quite a “saving” by restrict- 
ing its payment for drugs to hospital patients. 


Warning Against the Inevitable 
Cc bond men have issued a warning against mu- 

nicipal borrowing. Calling attention to the boom-bust 
experiences of the past, the investment dealers believe there 
is trouble ahead for public bodies whe go into debt now and 
have their chickens come home to roost when the depression 
comes. : 


The people who are the chief benefictaries of the present 
system know how it works, The rank and file of the popula- 
tion may.be carried along on a wave of prosperity optimism, 


but the chaps who are on the inside are not being fooled.: 


They know a depression is inevitable. So they issue discreet 
warnings to Canadian municipalities to watch their: steps. 

By its very nature the capitalist system makes perkodical 
depressions inevitable. The producers of goods and services 
never receive enough income to buy what they produce and 
the result is an accymulaticn ef surpluses which can only be 
used by further Investment in more plant te praduce more 
goods which cainot be bought because there ig not enough 
income in the hands of the producers. Sooner or later the 
cycle becomes complete and the depression has artd4ved, 

But the depression avon't %e stopped ,by Jack of borrow- 
ing by muvicipalities. That may even hasten the pile-up of 
surpluses. The only certainty about cap?talismi ?s éhat its 
prosperity Ras always been dependent on thg @reation of 
debt cr war. 
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THE 
THIRD 
COLUMN 


U.$.-BOUND 
“Phe Standard, duly 12: 

“The U.S. Government reports 
that more than 18,000 native-born 
Canadians crossed the border as 
immigrants between July 1, 1945, 
and June 30, 1946. Figures for 
the year just ended are not yet 
available, but a recent U.S, Gov- 
ernment estimate said that more 
than 30,000° native-born Can- 
adians would have emigrated to 
the U.S. by June 30. 

“Moreover, native-born Can- 
adians represent only about 75 
per cent of the people admitted 
to the U.S. as immigrants from 
Canada. The rest are foreign- 
born residents of Canada, many 
of whom have used this country 
as a stopping-off place while 
awaiting their chances to get into 
the U.S. under the American 
quotas for their countries of 
origip. And to top it off, these 
figures still do not include the 
thousands of people who enter 
the U.S. from Canada illegally 
every year. 

“But just consider, for the 
moment, the immigration of na- 
tive-born Canadians. From July 
1, 1945, to June 30, 1947— 
just two years—48,000 went to 
the U.S. to live. But in a 
period which was three months 
longer—from January ;1, 1946, 
to March 31, 1947, just over 
45,000 people, exclusive of war 
brides and returning Canadians, 
came to Canada from other na- 
tions of the world. In other 
words, we lost 3,000 more people 
to the U.S. alone than our total 
immigration from the rest of the 
world. And our net losses in 
population would be .upped con- 
siderably if we were to add emi- 
gration to other nations, notably 
Britain and Yugoslavia." 


A GOOD INVESTMENT 


Open Forum Letter in The 
Western Producer, July 17: 


“Sir:—When free _ hospital- 
ization came into force I| paid 
my share willingly, thinking 
of the benefit to Saskatche- 
wan’'s citizens. I did not dream 
that I would soon be among 
those who needed medical care. 
“Now after an_ operation 
that confined me to the hospital 
for fifteen days. I can honestly 
say that I never spent five dol- 
lars te better advantage in 
my life. 

“My thanks to Premier 
Douglas! More power to him as 
Minister of Public Health! 


M. E. Franklin, Kelso, Saskat- 


chewan,” 


PRIME MINISTER KING 
ae described by 
Canadian Social Crediter 
June 26: 

“Alexandria is in the riding of 
Glengary, which elected an old 
bachelor by the name of King 
who can be seen only on very short 
visits to the House ef Commons 
on fine afternoons. He goes home 
early and snores away his time 
alone with an old maid to eom- 
fort him with weak tea and thin 
toast. She rubs the top of his 
head with her hands, which he 
says, enables him to think up 
crooked politics, That is why he 
is bald on top.” 


VAADULTERATED PIFFLE 
. Viking News: 

“The unadulterated piffle 
writterm by Mr. James, M.L.A., 
im the Social Crediter, ebout 
‘public’-men, specially Prime 
Minister King and membews af 
his cabinet, is the lowest form 
of journaksm thas ang weput- 
Gble néWspaper could indulge 
th. - Such drived is neg helping 
the cause GmQ, and We gre 
pleased to “see that no other 
weeldy paper in Alberta is 
stGopiny t@ such, a low devel.” 


“And as they were eating He 
took a loaf and after the blessing 
He broke it and gave it to them 
saying ‘take this, it means my 
body.’ : 


ANY Christians will 
agree that thc most ef- 
fective worship is social, 


or corporate,—in prayer, 
hymnology, and .in communion. 
There was in Medieval days a 
tendency to celebrate a “solitary 
mass,” but today there is an in- 
sistent movement to return this 
celebration to the people in a cor- 
porate act, for the Church has 
historically insisted that this act 
must be social to be valid. Jesus 
put his seal of approval upon cor- 
vyorate worship, “for where two or 
three have gathered in my name, 
I am there among them,” 

We will do well to remember 
that in society we actually live 
upon the fruits of human sacri- 
tice. Life is a perpetual com- 
munion table. Every day some- 
one’s blood is shed for us, every 
day someone’s body is broken that 
we may remain whole. That is 
what makes society a sacred thing, 
and why no Socialist can ever do 
too much for society. “Were the 
whole realm of nature mine, that 
were an offering far too small. 
Love so amazing, so Divine, de- 
mands my soul, my life, my all,” 

What then are the social impli- 
cations of the Eucharist what do 
we do in the oblationary act of 
laying on the table of the bread 
anc the wine? 

Bread is the symbol of man’s 
raiural wealth in all its productive 
aspects, and if God is at work at 
redemption everywhere then we 
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are laying this symbol on His table’ 
as a sort of report of progress, We 
think of the mining of natural re- 
sources that precedes the making 
of agricultural machinery, and of 
its cost in human effort, of the 
wheat that is hauled for thou- 
sands of miles, of its milling, of 
its baking and other preparation 
for human consumption. Then of 
the exploitation of man that goes 
on all down the line. Should we 
not purify the social processes by 
which bread reaches the commun- 
ion table, lest we be found “eat- 
sng and drinking damnation’? So 
teo, should we not consider the 
production of wine, the symbol of 
our spiritual resources? 

Can any congregation honestly 
lay these symbols on the table ex- 
pecting them to be accepted by 
God who knows the social iniqui- 
ties they represent, without hay- 
ing a reyolutionary redemptive 
purpose in its heart? Should it 
not out of that experience become 
strengthened for further redemp- 
tive action? Should we not come 
to the Lord’s table for what we 
can give, rather than what we can 
get, and is not this the final falsi- 
fication of the Eucharist in the 
vole acceptance of its celebration 
as a gimme-gimme act, rather 
than as a symbol of pure con- 
munity action? 

In closing the current series on 
a Revolutionary Gospel the writer 
wishes to acknowledge the debt he 
owes to Dr. J. B. Fletcher of Har- 
vard. Much of the material used 
in these articles has been based 
cn notes that were made during 
Dr. Fletcher’s lectures at the Al- 
berta School of Religion. 


Alberta Electors, Beware 


By J. E. Cook, 


President, Alberta C.C.F. 


LECTIONS are the final 

manifestations of demo- 

cratic’ political control. It 

is an old maxim that elec- 
tion results are unpredictable, 
like horse races, the weather, and 
other uncontrolled inunifesta- 
tions. 

Experience does not always 
bear out the claim of unpredict- 
ableness. Elections, like horse 
races, are quite generally more 
or less managed and while some- 
what out of control can be largely 
directed. 

So it is that in 

times like these 

mwhen the thinking 

of the electorate is 

in a state of flux, 

when people are 

faced with  prob- 

lems that follow as 

a result of a previ- 

ous pattern, rather 

than conform to 

any pattern, tactic 

is important. Timing is one of 

the important parts of election 

strategy. What happens in other 

provinces and other countries is 

important and has a real bearing. 
S.C. Dying Fast 

In Alberta the present govern- 
ment was elected in 1944. The 
constitutional period of five years 
but generally the government 
finds an issue in four years. In 
Alberta the present government 
is aging fast. It is dying. Not 
many governments under capital- 
ism last more than three terms. 
Pressure groups demanding spe- 
cial privileges become identified, 
and — established. Avenues of 
special privilege become hardened 
pathways and = government - be- 
‘comes the property and the spe- 


cial prerogative of the persoanel. 


of the governors. F€ becomes 
time for & change. 
is time fer a change ef govern- 
ment. 

It is tifne for a change of tke 
idea behind government as well. 


And Alberta people, like people 


‘lin other electorates are feé@ling 


that need. Peopte are faaed with 
the necessity of learning to liye 


In Alberta it¢wic now 


together in peace or be annihi- 
lated. To die is an easy thing, 
but to face destruction is fright- 
ening. 

Unthinkable 

Other continents are close to- 
day. In travelling time, in trade 
and in social custom it is not 
farther now to Europe or Asia or 
Africa than it was a few years 
ago to Toronto or Montreal, 

To shoulder a gun against the 
people of Ontario, even if the west 
were completely convinced of the 
unfairness of our economic rela- 
tions, is unthinkable. It is no 
less unthinkable to shoulder a gun 
against the neighbor over the rim § 
of the northern or western or | 
eastern ocean horizon. 

Not only is it unthinkable | 
morally, but it has come to be the 
prelude to complete destruction | 
of the human race. The time for § 
a change is here. The time when | 
we live together as part of a co- | 
operative whole. The security of 
my neighbor, the freedom and the 
liberty of my neighbor is the only 
fuarantee of security, freedom 
and liberty for me. The C.C.F. is 
a co-operative movement, based § 
on the necessity fox co-operation | 
and operated in ne other way. ‘ 

Threat To Privilege 

It is the basis for a provincial, 
national and world movement that | 
has a new purpose. Activities of | 
all people must be devoted to & 
satisfying the needs, material and | 
spiritual, of people. : 

It is a growing political move & 
ment in Canada and in, other parts & 
of the world. But it is a threat & 
tv special privilege and power. It 
wil) be opposed by means legiti- 
mate and otherwise and certainly 
elections will be used in the way # 
that will bring the greatest possi- 
bility of victory by the people 
¢ontrel election mea 
chinery. Alberta may expeet al- 
most anything in the way of sul- 
prise timing, trumped up Issues 
extravagant claims and anything & 
else that gffers hope ef bolstering ‘ 
a sagging gupport. : 

The C.C.F. needs to be &ctive 
and miPitané. 


By an Australian Correcpendent 


$3.24 Canadian dollars.) 
Australian ventures have prov- 
ed thet Government enterprise, in 
. the competitive field in industry 
and commerce, can ‘‘pay”’ in divi- 
ica dends as well as in the wider field 
at ’ of service, benefit, and saving to 
aut the country. 
The widely-held, politically in- 
spired, fallacious belief that as- 
nA sumption of control by govern- 
' ment Jeadseanevigably, to substan- 
tial losses of public money, is re- 
futed by a study of facts, develop- 

ments and progress. 

The Commonwealth Bank, 


State Savings Banks, the Rural 
Bank in New South Wales, the 


: , to 


Government insurance offices 
in several Australian States, 
are all thriving businesses, 


soundly established in compet- 
itive lines, and built to success 
ordinary straight trading 
methods. They are accepted 
and used by the community 
without cavil or question. 

There ig no cry against Govern- 
ment establishment and control of 
railways, postal services,  elec- 
tricity, Water, sewerage, roads, 
and other community utilities, In 
fuct, private enterprise, which 
showed itself unequal to the task 
of establishing rail services in a 
land of wide distances and sparse 
population, accepts the benefits 
conferred by developmental 
lines in tremendously enhanced 
land values, decentralization pos- 
sibilities, access to materials, and 
low freight haulage rates. At the 
same time private enterprise de- 
cries ‘Government waste’ in 
proposals to remedy the break-of- 
gauge disability with which Aus- 
tralian railways in the early days 
were saddled by private compa- 
nies, 


on 


Cheap Transport 


Those who still complain glibly 
vach = year— when newspapers 
headline annual railway accounts 
—of Australian railway ‘losses’ 
misuse the word, They overlook 
the fact that railway freights and 
fures are deliberately kept down 
as a matter of national policy to 
give the community the greater 
basic benefits of cheap transport. 
feoREERY iz Private enterprise could never 
| have given Australia the rail net- 

work it has, because construction 

would have been “uneconomic”. 

Neither could it maintain rail- 

Tiger ways in Australian conditions at 

fee the low rates State management 
ensures, 


influence Public Opinion 
Yet although public utilities 
come wider frequent attack, it is 
when Government enters the 
profitatle field of industrial com- 
petition to provide improved con- 
xumer service that the cry of 
“Socialism” is raised) and! the 
forces of big business and reac- 
tionary politics are allied to con- 
demn and frustrate encroachment 
on prafit-making preserves. So 
successful has this alliance been, 
with the aid of an’ anti-Labor 
press, that there has been created, 
even in Australia, which has far 
more public ownership.than any 
other English speaking communi+ 
ty, a readiness to accept, unthink- 
ingly the fallacy that Government 
control is synonomeous with loss 
or- inefficiency. Of course, in- 
efficiency in private business ig 

rarely, if ever, publicized. 
Unfortunately, particularly 
. the competitive: industrial field, 
pulslic enterprises hgve been rob- 
bed of .invaluable costinusty by 
. the suscession of yovernments 
- opposed to any form of State ven- 
ture in profit-making indasteles. 

Limit Activities 

In general, the history of public 
industrial enterprise in Australia 
follows a clear pattern. 
Governments in both 
Federal spheres, 


State 


have developed them to stages ut 
which they were providimg @alu- 


in 


‘: (Note: The Austyalian £ is equal’ 


Labor | 1996 as a means 
und | and 
have established | are already proving u grea suc- 
public industrial enterprises, | cass, 


able service to the Community and 
the country, ensuring liBefal con- 
ditions and pay to workers, and 
showing substantial profits. Suc- 
ceeding) non-Labor governments 
have, almost without exception, 
racted to limit the activities of 
these State enterprises, 
preciate their value, and finally 
to sell them, at much-reduced 
baok valuations, to private enter- 
prise groups or combines. 

Now, with Labor firmly im con- 
trol in the Federal realm and in 
the major industrialized States it 
is likely that party policy for the 
nationalization of consumer-ser: 
vice industries will be further im- 
plemented. 

The Federal Labor Govern- 
ment has established a _ national 
airline (Trans- Australian Air- 
ways) and control of trans-ocean 
air services. State Labor in New 
South Waies has _ re-established 
Government dockyards and brick- 
works. There ure moves to the 
nationalization of the coal indus- 
try, and re-establishment of a 
Commonwealth shipping service 
has been discussed. 

State Dockyards and Brickworks 

State Brickyurds, established 
by the McGowen Labor Govern- 
ment in New South Wales in 
1911, were outstandingly success- 
fal, consistently showing profit 
on their operations, although they 
sold bricks at much lower prices 
than those charged by private 
combines. Substantial amounts 
were credited to reserves for re- 
placements of plant, etc., and 
large sums were distributed to 
employees by way of bonuses, 
special leave and other benefits. 
In 1925-6, the Brickworks sold 
48,639,000 bricks, and up to 80% 
of output went to private build- 
ers. 


Anti-Labor Tactics 

Non-Labor Governments in the 
late twenties and early thirties 
limited the activities of State en- 
terprises. The Brickworks were 
prohibited in 1933 from compet- 
ing with private firms. This lim- 
ited its sales to Government De- 
partments, but these  Depart- 
ments were not limited to dealing 
with the State Brickworks. In 
1935, the state Brickworks were 
sold to Brickworks Li.aited, con- 
trolled by a cartel representing 
every brickmaking firm in the 
metropolis, with one exception. 

From its foundation in 1911 
until its sale 24 years later, the 
State Brickworks made net trad- 
ing profits of £304,802, of which 
the surplus, after income tax, in- 
terest payments and employees’ 
benefits, was £179,271. It was 
sold for £163,614. 

The New South Wales State 
Dockyards, established at Walsh 
Island, Newcastle, in 1918, show- 
ed profits averaging £20,000 a 
year in the first three years of 
its operation as a trading under- 
taking. In the following — six 
years of non-Labor administra- 
tion in restricted activities, it in- 
curred losses. Profits were made 
in 1927-28, under Labor Govern- 
ments, but in 1930-31, losses were 
again shown. The undertaking 
was sold by a non-Labor Govern- 
ment in 1934, 

In 1942, the McKell Labor 
Government. re-established 
Dockyards at Dyke End, New. 
castle, employing 1,400 men. 
They have built 28 new ships, 
some for the’ Australian Navy, 
and some for the United States 
Army small ships section and 
bave. repaired scores of other 
vessels. The Dockyards have 
been a financial success, and 
have .becn comparatively free’ 
of industrial troubke. In Ilay- 
out they are said to be “an ene 
gineer’s dream", better than 
any major private undertaking - 
of a similar kind in Australia. 
State Brickyards, re-established 
by the McKell Government ip 
tw Implement 


encourage home-building, 


Business 
example 


Huge State 


An outstanding of 


to de-- 


Ahonen patie as 


PEOPLE’S WEEKL 


~ Pub ic Enterprise Pa 
~ In Australia 22h 


Y 


Ms 


JULY 26, 1947 


ys Dividends 


No, this is not an exclusive yacht club regatta on Australia’s lovely Lake Bonney but the yachts of 
the local club, supported by the Barmera community hotel, spreading their wings at the week-end, 
The Barmera hotel is owned by the community with its profits used to bring some of the amenities of 
life to the people, including a repertory theatre, a library, a baby centre, a kindergarten, club rooms 


for various local bodies, a tea garden, and tennis and croquet courts. 


It doesn’t take a great deal of 


pereuasion to convince Australians that public ownership pays. 


For a Mess of Pottage 


Radio Address by Elmer E. Roper, M.L.A. 


successful public industrial under- 
taking is the State Electricity 
Commission in Victoria. It is the 
largest industrial enterprise in 
Australia, and in its various ac- 
tivities is more highly capitalized 
and shows higher earnings than 
even the great Broken Hill Prop- 
rietary and its subsidiaries. 
Plenty of Competition 
The State Electricity Commis- 
sion began operations in 1925, 
when there were in Victoria no 
fewer than 96 separate power 
supply schemes—mostly munici- 
pal—as well as 20 other schemes 
operated by the Melbourne Elec- 
tric Supply Company Limited for 
the four main cities—Melbourne, 
Geelong, Bendigo, Ballarat. 


The Commission took over the 
undertakings of the Melbourne 
Electric Supply Co., the transfer 
being completed in 1930, when 
the State Electricity Commisison 
could report that “while nearly 
half the purchase price in a trans- 
action involving over £3,000,000 
had been met by monies already 
transferred from the undertak- 
ings, there had, concurrently, 
been substantial reductions in 
domestic and_ industrial _ tariffs 
and in the charges for public 
lighting.” Thus, five years ex- 
cess profits of the company (all 
above 7% on its ordinary and 8% 
on its preference capital) had, in 
a period of Government-reduced 
charges for lighting and power, 
sufficed to meet nearly half the 
cost to the public of the com- 
pany’s assets. 


By 1939, the State Electrici- 
ty Commission retailed direct 
to 20 metropolitan municipali- 
ties, and supplied 433 rural 
areas, of which 346 had had no 
supply before the Commission's 
day. 

It operated the tramways. and 
electricty supply of three provin- 
cial cities, and its brown coal 
briquetting factory could turn 
out: 1,200 tons of this fuel a day. 
The State-Electricity Commission 
kad then spent £25,000,000 on 
its undertakings; ‘it balanced its 
year’s accounts at £28,000,000. 

At the end of 1948, capital ex- 
penditure Rad risen above £28,- 
000,006, reserves were more than 
£1%,000,000, and prefits for the 
year were £844°206. 

TRe State 


mission is at present working On 
a ten years’ extension program, 
involving the expenditure of 
£8,470,977, to implement the 
State Labor Government's des 
eentralization policy, The plan 
calls for vast extension of rural 
(Comtinued on page 8) 
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Electricity Com- 


O you read the Farm and 

Ranch Review? I wish 

every citizen of Alberta 

could read the July, 
1947, issue. of that paper. It 
contains an editorial article that 
should make you and every other 
Albertan sit up and take notice. It 
tells how completely your birth- 
right is being squandered. 

When the natural resources of 
what is now Alberta were owned 
and administered by the Dominion 
government, no person or corpor- 
ation could file on more than 
nineteen hundred and sixty acres. 
This rule prevailed until the 
Social Credit government came 
into power. It evolved a new 
system under which a_ person 
or company could reserve two 
hundred thousand acres. Until a 
week or so ago one person or 
company could hold four of these 
reservations at one time, or in 
all eight hundred thousand acres. 
By the creation of subsidiary 
companies this area may be add- 
ed to still further. And with 
what result for Alberta? Well, 
from here on I will quote directly 
from the Farm and Ranch Re- 
view. 


“The result is that in areas 
where exploratory activity is 
going on, the ownership of the 
Crown lands has passed into 
the hands of a few large corp- 
rations, mostly foreign, to the 
complete and final exclusion of 
any opportunity for Canadians 
or Canadian capital to secure 
any interest in the Crown lands 
and minerals”’. 


The Farm and Ranch Review 
then goes on to say, ‘“‘Not only are 
our entire resources being alien- 
ated to the exclusion of the 
people of this province and of 


Canada, but development is being’ 


retarded because the number of 
prospectors is being “limited.” 
Then listen to this: “The natural 
resources, Which the bill of rights, 
now before the privy coungil, de- 
clares to be the foundation of the 
new credit system, are being dis- 
posed of to the complete exclusion 
of the citizens of this province,”’. 
Has Sold People Out 


Now of course it won’t be 
necessary for me to tell you that 
the Farm and Ranch Review is 
not a C.C.&. magazine. On the 
contrary. But it believes that 
the government has sold the Al- 
berta people out to foreign mon- 


opolists. Here is what the Farm 
and Ranch Review says: 


“Grants that have been made 
(to” foreign corporations) by the 
Alberta government are greater 
in area than are obtainable any- 
where in the United States and 
compare with the great conces- 
sions that dictator governments 
have issued in South America, in 
Africa, and in Mexico, where their 
existence led to revolution and 
their confiscation.” 


You see, we in the C.C.F. have 
been calling attention to this sell- 
out of the Alberta people, since 
before the last election. Some of 
the oil interdsts ran full page ad- 
vertisements in the newspapers 
in the 1944 election campaign, 
opposing the C.C.F. policy and 
supporting the government. Now 
we know why. Maybe the Farm 
and Ranch Review knows why. 
Here is what it says: 


“If the present scheme per- 
sists, the whole of the great 
capital gain arising from the 
discoveyy of oil will benefit, 
not Canadians, but the great 
American companies and their 
numerous American sharehold- 
ers, leaving the residents of 
this province only an _ oppor- 
tunity to receive from the de- 
velopment what they can get by 
wages in the service of the new 
feudal lord.” 

Only One Way 

That’s pretty strong language, 
but not too strong. There is only 
one way to stop this squandering 
of the people’s resources and that 
is to get rid of this government as 
quickly as possible. ’ 

In the last session of the leg- 
islature we begged the govern- 
ment to reserve for the people 
oil lands at least équal in area to 
those granted to the foreign cor- 
porations. ‘The reply we got was 
that was the C,.C. F._ policy 
but it’ wasn’t the ‘government's 
policy. They believe in selling 
the peeple’s birthright for a very 
small mess of pottage. Weill, we 
are glad to have a paper like the 
Farm und Ranch Review come to 
the people’s support. 
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GRESS OF LABOUR'S CAMPAIGN TO 


TO LABOUR. 


Germany’s Destitute Children 


Destitute children, without shoes, 


without jackets, stealing coal, 


stealing food, are the heart of Germany's reconstruction problem, 
according to this letter from Hanover from the Chief Woman Of- 
ficer of the Socieal Democratic Party in Germany: 


“Dear Comrades: 

“Beginning of May the Arbeit- 
erwohlfahrt, or Social Democratic 
welfare and relief organization, 
held its first Annual Conference. 
One of the main subjects of the 
conference was the mental and 
physical state of German Youth, 
hundreds and thousands of which 
have never led a settled and use- 
ful life. 

It is not unusual for 17 year 
old boys to be war veterans, who 
went into military training when 
twelve years old, joined some for- 
mation of the Army when 14 and 
have seen actual fighting and cap- 
tivity. Most of these youngsters, 
when returning home find their 
parents have moved from their 
home town and they at first travel 
from one place to the other to 
find a relative. Later they just 
travel, living by their wits and 
liking the adventure. It is by no 
means so that all these youngsters 
are really and thoroughly bad and 
quite unredeemable. Just to give 
one example: 


Difficult to Decide. 


“In Hamburg a fifteen year 
old boy was caught during a 
black market razzia. He had on 
him a Post Office Savings Book 
over 20,000 RM, all his own sav-| 
ings. It transpired that 
youngster had paid for his moth- 
er, who is a prostitute, the best 
doctors and best hospital accom- 
modation for over six months, he 
also had regularly provided her 
with the best of foods to be got 
on the black market and as a 
matter of fact he had behaved 
quite as a model son. The youth 
welfare worker who reported the 
case said quite rightly it was dif- 
ficult to decide whether to send 
the kid to a Remand Home for 
Black Market Activities or 
whether to give him a medal for 
the touching care he had takeh of 
his mother. 


Tragic Case 


“T myself saw a little 12 year 
old boy in Berlin, so under nour- 
ished that he looks like a very 
skimpy eight year old, who spends 
most of his time running around 
trying to barter his mother's} 
poor helongings for a loaf of 
bread or some other food. As a 
matter of course he had _ been 
stealing fuel all through the win- 
ter for his family (mother and 
three little sisters) because, as 
he said: “I can’t let them freeze 
to death, can 1?” 


Stealing Common 


“As ‘for stealing: -At a Berlin 
boys’ school a class of 41 boys 
aged from 12 to 14 was _ inter- 
rogated. 41, boys admitted hav- 
ing stolen, 3 of them money and 
ae of clothing, 38 food and 
coa 


If the same class 37 beys came 
to School without breakdast, 9 had 
no warm food at all during the 
day, 28 had something warm 
once a day.” "None had a bed to 


himself, 22 slept with 4 people 
In one room, 10 with six and 
more people, 29 never hd any 


hedelothes, 11 had no shirt, 14 no 
shoes and 7 had lprrowed shoes, 


° 


17 had no jacket and 37 no coat. 

“In a girls’ high school (ages 
from 17-20) of 27 girls 7 had had 
VD, 11 said they had been raped 
and 9 had occasional sexual inter- 
course. Only 4 had a bed of 
their own, 21 shared their bed 


with two other persons, 7 slept 


in the same bed as their broth- 
ers. 19 never had any bed 
clothes, 5 were without shirt, 17 
without underclothes, 15 without 
coats, 4 without shoes and 11 bor- 
rowed shoes, 22 never had any 
sanitary towels or cotton wool, 19 
were without breakfast, 22 were 
underweight, 7 girls were the 


sole breadwinner for their fami- 


lies. 
Illegitimate Children 
“In the larger towns, especial- 
ly in Berlin the problem of illegit- 
imate children with members of 
the occupation forces is a great 


INCREASE PUBLIC BUYING POWER = LOWER PRICES — RAISE WAGES 


Rain To Order 


are national differences. 

A Canadian is apt to say: 
“Beautiful day, isn’t it?’? But the 
Englishman customarily says: 
“Beautiful morning.” The change- 
ability of English weather is re- 
flected in the words. So it is 
with the weather-language of 


HE whole world talks about 
the weather. But there 


other lands. 


Besides the topic 
of our most vapid 
conversation, the 
weather has _ pro- 
vided some of the 
world’s most dis- 
torted superstitions. 
Primitive peoples, 
desperate for rain, 
adopt some fantas- 
tic expedients. In some parts, 
when drought descends, they 
douse their holy men with water. 
Sometimes all the people throw 


worry to the youth welfare of-| water on each other as they per- 


fices, especially as the occupation 


form mystical ‘“‘rain-making” cer- 


authorities naturally decliie any |emonies. It is reported that Aus- 


responsibility in such cases, The|tralian natives, 


British and more recently also the 
French Red Cross are _ helping 
expectant mothers whose _rela- 
tions to the father of the child 
are of a really serious nature, 
with advice, with baby clothes and 
j also additional food. The U.S. 
Army authorities decline any 


this | sort of responsibility. 


Foreign Fathers 


“Of 1,476 cases of illegitimate 
births which came under the care 
of the Youth Welfare Office of 
Berlin, 1080 i.e. 83% had foreign 
fathers of which belonged to the 
U.S. Army 319; British, 212; 
French, 125; Russians, 424. 

These figures do not include 
children born to married women 
of foreign fathers as those are 
reckoned as legitimate unless a 
special appeal has been lodged 
against their legitimacy. 

Of course these problems are 
not special German problems as 
they are arising in almost every 
country where occupation troops 
are stationed in any substantial 
numbers. But of course, in a 
country where the moral fibre of 
a large part of the population has 
worn rather thin they ‘assume a 
more serious aspect. 


Scarcity of Food 
Unfortunately, there has. still 
not been any improvement in the 
food situation here, the lack of 
fat, potatoes and cereals having 
very serious consequenees as re- 
gards the health of the popula- 
tion. At the Arbeiterwohlfahrts 
Conference a very informative 
report was given on‘this matter 
and in my next letter to you I 
will give you some extracts of 
this ‘report. 
With socialist greetings, 
Yours fraternally, 
“(Signed) Herta Gotthelf". 
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in attempts to 
make rain, draw blood from their 
Wise men, sprinkle it on others of 
the tribe. Then they throw downy 
feathers over their bodies to 
make them resemble clouds. 
Others, who consider the frog the 
god of waters, beat these little 
animals with sticks to bring the 
rains. 
Quaint Weather-Beliefs 

We should not be too hasty in 
raising our eyebrows at the quaint 
weather-beliefs of these people. 
Only a few years ago a “rain- 
maker’ named Hatfield secured 
a contract to produce rain in 
southern Alberta. Such _con- 
tracts are made frequently in 
parts of the U.S. All a. pro- 
moter needs is smooth talk, a 
queer machine, the fictitious 
title ‘‘Professor,’”’ and, of course, 
desperately dry weather. 


Our language is replete with 
rules and proverbs, the lore of 
weather. Some of them agree 


A BIT OF 
Nonsense 


In a schoolroom in one of our 
large cities a kindergarten teacher 
was telling the children about 
George Washington. In_ illustra- 
tion, she displayed a large picture 
of Mt. Vernon. 

“This,’”’ she ‘said, “is the house 
where George Washington lives.” 

The children, all apartment 
dwellers, gazed intently at the 
picture. One, more impressed 
than the others, asked with great 


intereat, “Whet ‘floor?’ 
Tho doctor was visiting add 
patient. . 


“You're getting along aieely, 
Brown,” he wait, cAeertiv: 
“You'll ‘soon, be ap ard queue. 
ing.” * ‘ 


My young nephew, Roland's 
father, had bought a cow, and 
when I saw Roland a conple of 
days ago, 1 said: “Does yourecow 
give mach milk?” © . 

“She doesn't give it,” he told 
me, “Youve got to sort of Wake 
it away from her.” 


with scientific fact. 
do not. 


By Clifford E. Lee 


Most pf them 


These have some basis in 
truth: A rainbow in the morn- 
ing is the shepherd’s warning 
(bad weather). Coming change 
can be felt in old scars and 
fractures. Some people can 
feel an electric storm coming. 
Swallows fly high when the 
weather is to be fine, fly low 
when storms are coming. 


Here are some which are 
false: Rain before seven, clear 
before eleven. When dogs eat 
grass it is going to rain. To 
kill a spider will bring rain. 
The moon is an important fac- 
tor in determining weather. 
Frogs know when weather is to 
change. Lightning never strikes 
twice in the same place. 


Meteorology, the study of the 
atmosphere, is one of our develop- 
ing sciences. It can be said to 
have begun with the invention of 
instruments for precise measure- 
ment of the state of the “ocean 
of air’ which surrounds us. Tor- 
ricelli, the Italian scientist, pro- 
vided the barometer in 1643. This 
measures the weight or pressure 
of the atmosphere. Galileo in- 
vented the thermometer to meas- 
ure temperature about the same 
time. More modern scientists in- 
vented the hygrometer, to meas- 
ure the moisture content of air, 
and the anemometer, to measure 
the force and direction of the 
winds. 


Recorded On Charts 


The measurements taken’ by 
these instruments in many places 
are transmitted by wire and wire- 
less, recorded on charts. Accurate 
weather prophecy is based on 
analyses of these charts. 

The meteorologist gained in 
prestige during the war. The. 
pilot starting for Berlin knew 
in advance the weather he 
would encounter along the 


The date for the 


vasion of Europe was decided 


route. in- 


partly on weather forecasts. 


Weather information became a 


miliatry weapon. Our radios 


stopped broadcasting tempera- 
tures or mentioning § storms. 
Future progress in accurate 
forecasting over a longer range 
of time depends upon the 
gathering of weather informa- 
tion over the whole world. This 
is another prize society is to 
win if lessons of internatienal 
co-operation are learned. 

It is one thing to know what the 
weather is to be. It is another 
to do something to change it. 
Once only the believer in fairy 
tales thought that possible. Today 
it would be presumptuous to say 
that tomorrow we shall not, to a 
degree, control the weather. It is 
now fairly well established that 
drought on this continuent is re- 
lated to air temperatures over 
the Pacific, and that fairly small 
changes at crucial times mean 
much more rain for us. Who 
can say that the science of 
the atomic age will be unable 
to affect the temperature of 
the winds that move eastward 
over the mountains? In the last 
months experimenters using air- 
craft have succeeded in causing 
rain and snow. The results were 
on a small scale. But the test- 
tube demonstration of principle 
has always preceded mass produc- 
tion. No one can say how start- 
ling may be the results of this re- 
search in the very near future. 


We sstill must deal with the 
consequences of disastrous wea- 
ther. The results are now de- 
privation tempered with char- 
ity. If our social sciences kept 
up with the others we should 
long ago have had a system of 
crop. insurance. But in the 
social sphere we are still in the 
backward age of the mystical 
rainmakers. 
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ment controls the State Coal Mine 
PERSONAL STUFF at Wonthaggi. Though this un- 


(Continued trom page 1) 


program of preserving the 
people's resources for the 
people, with particular refer- 
ence to oil, he said, referring to 
me, that he knew of only one 
other politician who 
slip into office on oil. That was 
Mussolini and it was castor oil. 
That, I thought then, and still 
think, was a funny crack Mr. 
Manning's ghost writer had put 
in his mouth, | laughed. But 
aso did too many other people. 
The sober fact about the whole 
business is that our warnings 
to the Alberte people went un- 


heeded. The result is what is 
described in the article from 
the Farm and Ranch Review. 


(See page 2). 
we oe ote 

One of the main planks in 
our program in 1940 and in the 
by-election which we won in 
1942, was rural electrification. 
We began hammering at it in 
our first session in the legis- 
lature and C.C.F. speakers kept 
the subject alive in radio 
apeeches and in other ways. 
The public demand thus devel- 
oped forced the government to 
appoint a Power Commission in 
the 1944 session. They had no 
intention of doing anything, 
but it was an answer to our 
proposals. The Commission has 
had no chance to do anything 
and no money to do it with. 
The Commis- 
sion are busy men in other full- 
jobs. In every session 
since 1944 we have been told 
that the Commission is ‘‘study- 
ing the question.”” That's all. 
Thore won't be any more. But 
there will be a pre-election 
bluff at it, just before the 
poople go to the polls again. In 
the meantime the Manitoba 
Power Commission started to 
work in 1945 on a rural electri- 
fication program. The story in 
The Country Guide tells what 
has happened. By the end of 
1947 power fines will have gone 
farm yards. The 
ten-year plan provides for the 
electrification of 43,000 farm 
homes. 


members of the 


time 


— he oe 
It is the “human interest" 
part of the story in The Coun- 
try Guide that will intrigue 
most renders. Rural clectrifi- 


cation is a phrase that has real 
meaning for the farm  pcople 
of this province only in terms 
of burdona it lifts from people's 
backs, of comfort and conven- 
ience in farm homes. That's 
the interest the C.C.F. has in 
it. We have no concern in es- 
tablishing «a provincial power 
system just to have something 
big that is publicly-owned. We 
want a publicly-owned provin- 
cial power system because that 
is the only way we can get clec- 
tric servants into the homes and 
farm yards of rural people. 
Well, read the article in The 
Country Guide, or the reprint 
of it in this paper next week, 
and sce what we're missing be- 
cause wo didn't elect a C.C.F. 
government in 1944, 


Public Enterprise 


(Cominuad eee, Page Six) 


services, and ‘tov ‘ie acquisition 
of more local plants. 


Its huge works, 
brown coal deposits at Yallourn 
in eastern Victoria, today supply 
the power that moves most Vic- 


torian industry, 
State's transpoet. 

In addition to brown coal en- 
Victonan Govern- 


tried to. 


exploiting the 


and much of tke! 


dertaking shows a_ book-keeping | taxation of 


loss this is more than outweighed 
by the benefit its operation con- 
fers on the community, and sav- 
lings effected to Government de- 
partments. The State Coal Mine 
provides conditions and pay for 
workers unequalled elsewhere in 
Australian mines. It supplies 
black coai .o the Government rail- 
ways for much less than the eost 
|for coal ‘from tbe New South 
| Wales fields. 

Some Losses 

Not all Government enterprisés 
|have run at a profit, but the per- 
centage of failures is no higher 
lthan, if as high as, in private in- 
dustry and business in Australia, 

Government enterprises in the 
northern State, Queensland, in- 
litiated by the Ryan Labor Gov- 
ernment in 1915, were designed 
,to protect the consumer by en- 
suring that prices to the consum- 
cr, and profits to the capitalist 


producer, should not be inordin- 
late. 

The enterprises were butchers’ 
| shops, railway — refreshment 


| rooms, fish supply, a hotel, a fruit 
cannery, and State cattle stations. 
All except the State cattle sta- 
tions made profits, Further, the 
object of ensuring fair prices 
to consumers was achieved. 

Sold by Non-Labor Govt. 

All these enterprises in Queens- 
land were sold by the Moore 
(non-Labor) Government which 
sueceeded Labor in 1929. The 
year before, all six enterprises 
except the stations had shown 
profits for the third year in suc- 
cession. Their capital indepted- 
ness to the State was then about 
£250,000, and they were averag- 
ing 9% net profit. 

The cattle stations, however, 
because of over-capitalization at 
purchase, an unprecedented 
slump in market values, heavy 
mortality losses, and the compar- 
atively small number of cattle 
marketed, had accumulated losses 
of £1,875,000. At winding -up 
of all the enterprises, the Treas- 
ury was down £1,752,938 on the 
Stations, and £52, 027 to the good 
on the other undertakings. The 
five cattle stations were sold by 
the Moore Government for less 
than the previous Government 
had paid for one of them. 

This is by no means the full 
story of the rise and fall, and 
re-birth of state enterprises in 
Australia. Study of the history 
of other projects—the Common- 
wealth Woollen Mills and Cloth- 
ing Factory, State trawlers, a 
bakery, sawmills and — timber 
yards, a power station, a clothing 
factory, a motor garage, a drug 
depot, a pipe-making works and 
blue metal quarries in New South 
Wales, are examples—show the 
same pattern of Labor establish- 
ment and successful operation 
and anti-Labor destruction: 


40% income 1e Goes 


(Gortinnéd trom from page 1) 


| alysis of modern trends, Mr. Ir- 
| vine reviewed the general situa- 


| tion both national and interna- 
‘tional. He referred to the strug- 
lgles going on throughout the 


world such as that in Greece, civil 
| strife in India over the acceptance 
of nationhood, the outbreak of 
war in Indonesia and civil strife 
in China, the tendency among the 
big powers to follow the power 
politics methods of pre-war times. 
Citas Instances 

He referred to the removal of 
|.controls in Canada and liquidation 
of our war industries for one- 
third of their value to private en- 
terprjse, the failure to provide a 
labor code of a national character 
which would harmonize labor 
laws, minimum wages and general 
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labor working conditions 
throughout ‘the Dominion; the 

co-operatives and 
failure to bring forward a social 
security program which would in- 
clude adequate pensions for aged 
and blind; inadequate health ser- 
viees for every Canadian citizen 
and an opportunity for primary 
and secondary education for 
every Canadian child. 


Dividends Rising © 

He showed that dividends paid 
to Canadian industries were still 
rising; that the figures for Jan- 
uary, February and March of this 
vear, which were the latest, show- 
ed a steady rise so that the last 
figure for March showed 39 
points higher than the index fig- 
ure for the peak profits paid in 
time of war. These figures he 
regarded as fingers pointing to 
a retreat both of democracy and 
the principle of social security, 
from a field where the greatest 
military victory of all time had 
been won in the name of democ- 
racy. 

Mr. Irvine, in his criticisms, 
noted a tendency to return to 
free private enterprise and em- 
phasized the following points as 
being the greatest weakness of 
the system. , 

First, uncontrolled private en- 
terprise was incompatible with 
social priority which ought to be 
recognized in every civilized com- 
munity of the modern world. A 
choice was constantly being made 
by irresponsible corporations as 
between the safeguarding of 
their own profits and that of the 
safeguarding of public interests. 

Inequalities 

Secondly, the inequality in the 
distribution of national income. 
Mr. Irvine showed that the mone- 


tary income of the Canadian 
people was composed of two 
classes of payments, the first 


were wages, salaries or pensions 
and allowances .and the second 
class was that of income derived 
from ownership. 

From Boom to Slump 

Thirdly, the periodical swing 
from boom to slump which char- 
acterizes modern capitalist econ- 
omy was due to the inequality of 
income arising from the granting 
of exclusive privileges to private 
corporations who exploit the 
natural resources belonging to 
the people. 

Mr. Irvine advanced _ these 
proposals made by the C.C.F. to 
meet this situation. 1. The ending 
of the exploitation of one man by 
another. 2. Making human val- 
ues the determining factor in 
economic policy. 3. Planned na- 
tional ecenomy as the scientific 
way of achieving the collective 
purpose of the common good. 


On Tour With 
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province are showing their loyal-! 
ty in dollars and cents. Collections 
at meetings ran into substantial 
amounts. Constituency  secretar- 
ies reported record numbers of 
memberships and sustaining con- 
tributions. Now that the prairie 
farmer has a small measure of fi- 
nancial prosperity, he is increas- 
ing the stream of hard-earned 
nickels and dimes which financed 
the C.C.F. organization through- 
out its struggle for power into a 
veritable flood of five and ten 
dollar bills. 

That’s just one reason. the 
C.c.F. will remain in power. 
There are many more, and not the 
least is the honesty and sincerity 
of its provincial leader. 

At the Crystal Lake debate Mr. 
Tucker asked him if he supported 
the C.C.F. Manifesto. | 

Replied the premier: “Of 
course I endorse th C.C.F. Mani- 
festo—I have devoted my life to 
it, and thousands of you have 


done the same.” 
And the people knew he spoke 
|the truth. 
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Freight Rate 
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mated that the proposed rate 
increase would add close to $20 
millions to the freight bill on 
Canadian farm products mov- 
ing to market. 

Something’ over $2 millions 
woudd be added to the cost of ship- 
ping livestock alone. -In the ap- 
ple industry, something like $720,- 
000 would be added to freight 
costs, and in the potato industry 
about $478,000. In freight costs 
on fertilizer bought by farmers, 
including added costs on transpor- 
tation of raw materials in manu- 
facture of fertilizer, there would 
probably be an added $735,000. 
The addition to the cost of trans- 
porting feeds would also be very 
substantial. To purchasers of 
farm implements the added cost 
would probably mean another 
million dollars. 

The Federation brief urged that 
low cost transportation was basic 
to the whole structure of modern 
commercial agriculture. 


Want Changes in 


(Continued from page 1) 


penses; an increase to $60 per 
month for widows’ pension, and 
that children’s allowances be in- 
creased to $18 per month. 

The Federation has also urged 
an increase in payments out of 
the emergency fund to widows to 
$25.00 a month instead of the 
present maximum of $15. 

The Federation also seeks to 
have a scale of percentages estab- 
lished for the computing of pen- 
sions for permanent partial dis- 
abilily and that the maximum of 
compensation be raised from $2,- 
000 a year to $8,000 a year. 

$25 Weekly Minimum 

In the case of minimum com- 
pensation, the Federation urges 
this be raised to a minimum of 
$25 a week, since the government 
has seen fit to set this figure as 
a minimum wage in the province. 

The Fedcration has also urged 
the allowance for treatment away 
from home be increased to at 
least $4 a day instead of the pre- 
vailing $2.50. 

In concluding its brief, the 
Federation has urged that a num- 
ber of industrial diseases be in- 
cluded in the Act which have not 
hitherto been included and that 
the application of the Act be 
broadened to take these into 
coverage. 


Rumors of Early 
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ment on it was headed, “Election 
Budget?” 


Intensive Activity 


Through the year there has 
been intensive acticity. There 
are almost daily statements by 
cabinet ministers about new con- 
struction projects. Government 
publicity has been stepped up 


noticably. The government is as 
ready for an election as it will 
ever be. 


Other parties are not. Because 
an election would be unwarranted 
after slightly more than three 
years, when there is no issue to 
force one, supporters of opposi- 
tion parties cannot be expected to 
be prepared. This applies to the 
C.C.F. which has an active con- 
tinuous organization. It applies 
even more to the Liberals who 
organize in any genera) way for 
elections only. 

Therefore the government 
would catch its opponents quite 
unprepared for a _ fall contest. 
This is not revealing any secret. 
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The government must be as much 
aware of this as anyone else, 


Election Excuse 
It is suggested that the Bill of 
Rights’ could provide a good ex. 
cuse for an election: “It will be 
remembered that when the Sogial 
Credit convention in Calgary in 


1945 appeared to Kick over the 


traces, members of the govern.‘ 
ment indulged in some melodra- 
matic heroics. They promised to 
go ahead with the Social Credit 
program, law or no law.. “I am 
prepared to go to jail if neces- 
sary!’’ shouted the Attorney Gen- 
eral. 


The Attorney General didn’t 
go to jail. He went to Eng. 
land. It was of course a fore. 
gone conclusion that the Bill of 
Rights would be thrown out by 
the Privy Council. The final 
decision has not been made but 
it has already been intimated 
that Part II of the bill has been 
declared bad law, and there is 
a good chance that Part I may 
have a like fate. 


That was expected. The mem- 
bers of the Alberta government 
would have been a worried bunch 
if their bluff had been called. 


Appeal to Electors 


But it could still be a political 
excuse. ‘Your sovereign rights 
have been challenged. Are you 
going to take it lying down?” 
That could easily be an election 
cry. But it would be only an ex- 
cuse. The real campaign of the 
election would be similar to 1944. 
Vote for the government to save 
the province frem the C.C.F. 

Right now it inight work again. 
In a year from now it wouldn't 
work. 


There is therefore a disposition 
in some quarters to give credence 
to the fall election rumor, for 
these reasons: 


1. The government is 
for an election. 


2. It sees a falling off of sup- 
port that might turn into a rout 
in a year. 

3. The Liberal party must not 
get a chance to get its big-spend- 
ing organization campaign under 
way. 

4. The C.C.F. in Alberta must 
not be given the advantage of an 
overwhelming win in Saskatche- 


ready 


wan, which is inevitable if the 
Saskatchewan election comes 
first. 


%. An election this fall on the 
Bill of Rights issue would avoid a 
scramble to get in ahead of Sask- 
atchewan after seeding in 1948. 


None of the election rumors 
may have any foundation. The 
electioN may not take place until 
after another session. But C.C.F. 
provincial officials are warning 
the organizations in the various 
constituencies that time is rapidly 
running out, even if the contest 
does not come until the late spring 
or early ‘summer. 


CHARGE BIG STEEL 
FIRMS GYPPED US. 


WASHINGTON. — Apparently 
no business concern ever gets too 
big to grab a dishonest dollar. Top 
steel companies, such as United 
States Steel, Bethlehem, Carnegie- 
Illinois and at least six other pro- 
ducers, are being investigated by 
the Maritime Commission to deter- 
mine how far they went in “gyp- 
ping’ Uncle Sam by shortweight* 
ing shipments during the war, 

Commission agents are now 
checking more than 50,000.yin- 
voices. The inquiry was launched 


after investigators had discovered 


that more than $2,000,000 was 
due the government on short and 
damaged shipments. 

Commission officials said the 
job was “tremendous” and may 
take many months. Steel for al- 
most ‘all the 5,000 merchant ships 


built by the commission during 
the war is involved. 
Hayward Lumber 
co, LTD. 
Lumber, Millwork, Buildere’ 
Supplies. 
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